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Translation of Kashmiri Rishi Poetry (Rishi nama by
Taus Banhalli)

By Dr. Aneela Saleem, Assistant Professor, Department of
Urdu, Oriental College, University of Punjab, Labore.

ABSTRACT

Ghulam Rasool Taus Banahali, the creator of the famous
song based on Kashmiri Love: Meray Watan Teri Jannat
Main Aayen Gay Ik Din, is an acknowledged and eminent
name of Kashmiri poetry. His literary aspects are diverse as
he has not only written literary essays but translated
Kashmiri folk stories as well. The translation of Kashmiri
Rishi Poetry of Nooruddin Rishi of the eighth century AH
entitled Rishi Nama stands unique among his literary works.
This translation showcasing simplicity of words and
thoughts, fluency, and melody renders it a masterpiece thus
manifesting what a literary translation should be like. The
soul of the original matter of Kashmiri mystic poetry is
maintained in this translation focusing instability of the
world, piety, austerity, fate and Allah’s will. Taus Banahali’s
contribution to Urdu literature is awesome. He introduced
new words to the world of Urdu regarding mysticism,
Kashmiri poetry, civilization and culture. In this article, the
efforts are made to highlight this piece of art, so that the
linguistic and literary contributions of Ghulam Rasool Taus
Banahali in Urdu are given due credit.

Key words: Rishi nama, Taus Banhali, Kashmir, Ghulam
Rasool, Kashmiri Civilization, Nooruddin Rishi, Folk
stories.
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