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Life allows only intrinsic knowledge of self, contextual

knowlege of others, Fiction allows both intrinsic and
contextual knowlege of others."
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"A comic character, contrary to accepted belief, is likely to
be more complicated and enigmatic than a hero or
heroine... when we identify ourselves with the hero of
story, we are following him with all our hopes,i.e, with our
subjective conviction of human freedom; on the comic
character we look with despair, in which, though, there is a
queer kind of admiration— we really, I believe, admire the
comic characters more than we do the hero or the heroine,
because of their obstinate power to do it again, combined
with a total lack of self consciousness of shame.®
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They are what the novel exists for. It exists to reveal them.
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The data by which we describe character are the aggregate
of our experience in a number of situations, relationships
and contexts. Without these contexts the character of
others do not make sense for us, we can have what may be
called intrinsic knwolege of ourselves; we can only have
contextual knwolege of others.?*
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