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A Modern Understanding of Asar-us-Sanadeed

By Dr. Mubammad Furqan Sumbbali, Assistant Professor,
Department of Urdu, Women's College, Aligarh Muslim University,
Aligarh, India.

ABSTRACT

Asar-us-Sanadeed 1s a book published by Sir Siyed about the
ancient monuments of Delhi from the medieval era. Sir Siyed
was an eminent personality of the 19th century who delved in a
long list of intellactual pursuits during his lifetime. These works
of his have continued to be looked at and analyzed using diffrent
prisms long after his passing. It can be said that the events of
1857 brought a major change in Sir Syed's thinking and his
world view which,in turn, led to him becoming one of the major
voices of 19th century. Asar-us-Sanadeed is an example of the
intellectual and literary capabilities of man and can be used to
understant his appreciation of history and archaeology as well as
its implication for the present and the future. However, it is
saddening that the book is still surrouned by a mist of
uncertainty and controversy. Through the book is a major
archaeological account that cannot be ignored, questions around
it have lingered and have never been quite fully tackled and
answered. These include concerns around when and how the
book was published, who is the actual writer of the book, is it
the first book of its kind, what were the reasons behind the
conceptions of the book, and who was the intended audience for
it etc. These are the major themes that this artical attempts to
explore. Research brings us to the conclusion that the book was
indeed written by Sir Syed with Imran Baksh Sehbai providing
help and support. Sir Syed did not seems to have major monetary
considerations in mind while attempting the book but was
simply aimingto grab the attention of the Britishers. The book
was also aimed to serve as a guide for the various visitors who
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came to Dehli and were interested in monuments of a bygone
era. Asar-us-Sanadeed can be said to be the first book of its kind
in Urdu language, through books tackling a subject of such
nature had been published in English and Persian etc. Before
1847 as well. Allegation that Sir Syed plagiarized these works
without giving due credit turn out to be unfounded. In
conclusion, Asar-us-Sanadeed can be said to have opened new
avenues for research and exploration around archaeology as well
as having brought Sir Syed to national prominence as an author,
a cultured scholar and an intellectual.

Keywords: Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, Asar-us-Sanadeed,
Styar-ul-Manazil, Archaeology, Imam Bakhsh Sehbai, Qutub
Minar, Fort, Delhi, controversy, Intellectual, Culture.
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Sprenger later claimed that the book was compiled at his

. 1
suggestlon.( )

He was an ambitious man and wanted to capture the
attention of the British.?
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The matter is complicated by the fact that Asar-I Recieved a
favourable notice in the April 1847, Issue of the
Qiran-al-Sadain the occasional journal of the Delhi College.
The Unnamed author® was most likely Dr Aloyys sprenger,
the college's principal and journal supervisor who, else where
claimed to have inspired syed Ahmad to write the book.©
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Urdu publishers in 1847 did not pay royalties in fact authors
often had to buy several copies themselves in order to get a
book published, at best the author recieved one
complimentary copy of the book by right.(g)
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Ghalib earned not one paisa from the sale of his book; most of
time he had to buy some copies to satisfy the publisher's
demand."”
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The Asar is a basic reference text meant for the edification of
a wide audience. The use of a vernacular language to write the
text is a clear indicator of this outreach by Sir Syed. Urdu was
not a language to reach any elite audience, It was a thoroughly
middle class language in the nineteenth century and writing a
book in Urdu meant the book was intended for the class.*®”
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1. Monuments of Delhi -Historical Study by R. Nath, Ambika Publisher's New Delhi
(1979)

2. Asar-us-Sanadid, Edited and Translated by Rana Safvi, Tulika Books, Delhi (2018)

41 514G
1. Descriptions des monuments de Delhi en 1852, dapres le texte Hindustani de

Saiyid Ahmad Khan, by Garcin de Tassey, Journal Asiatique, Aug-Sept. 1860,
Vol-15, 16.
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This book is excellent and is of great importance to the society
that has been founded at Delhi for the furtherance of
researches into the old buildings of the past.®¥
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Many books in this period fit in the genre of nostalgic
remembrances of the former glory of India but Sir Sayyid's
description seems to suggest the continued life of these
buildings and there is no limit of melancholy in this writing.
He is not working for a long gone era the book is much more
strength forward recording of information about Delhi's
architecture past and present.(36)
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