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Methodology of Scansion and Prominent Prosodians

By Dr. Mubmmad Aslam Zia, Assoc. Prof., Dept. of Urdu, Riphah
International University, Faisalabad Campus.

ABSTRACT
The word Tagsi is derived from ¢ and means "Literally cutting
mnto pieces." In prosody letter or word of the verse are placed
according the feet of Behar. The basic pnnciple of Urdu
scansion depends on movement (./7) and quiescent (/) of the
letter.

Scansion requires some basic steps such as follows: (1) Full
command on Hart e MaktobiMalfoze,Hart e ghair Maktobi
Malfoze. (2) Recitation of Couplet (verse) 1s must forscansion.
(3) Acquaintance with simple and compound feet particularly
(Ist or 2nd feet) ofthe verse. (4) Awareness of pauses (breaks)
and Rhythm. Insha Allah Khan, Qateel, Kazim Afridi, Semab,
AD Azhar have made efforts to make scansion easy by
addingsome new words. They have changed, modified, and
reshaped the verse for this purpose. Hafiz Mahmood Sherani,
Habibullah Ghazanfar preferred syllable system. On the
otherhand, Azmatullah Khan and Gian Chand are more
mnterested 1 Hindi Arooz. However, Pervaiz Natal Khan lary
adopted English syllable and syllabic system, whereas, Mughni
Tabassum reshsaped the phonetical system. I have studied the
works of Prosidians mentioned above and presented the analysis
in next pages. My research 1salso based on the fact that Urdu
syllable system is significantly different from Englishsyllable and
syllabic system and I found that Urdu Language lacks stressed
syllable as well.

Keywords: Scansion, Prosody, Movement and Quiescent,
Harf-e-Maktubi  Malfooz, Harf-e-Maktubi  Ghair Malfoos, Feet,
Meter, Bahar, Ozan, Rhythm, Pauses.
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Urdu Writers have no conception of long & short syllables,
they have name for fragment of two & three letters and
they have names of metrical feet, but they do not call
syllables long & short.*9

:g’:’;/végl}l’u/ﬁu’*{gdﬁf{
bl abg Syllable (o 25 S Sur Ll SF U A e

To what extent does Utrdu prosody resembles to English
prosody. The answer 1s, I regret to say, “Very little”. The
fundamental difference lies in the fact that Urdu poetty
scans by letters where as English poetry scans by syllables.
Oriental prosody rests on metrical weight and mot on
accent; it is measured by short and long quantities. Every
letter of the wotd is taken into account and is termed either
movement or quiescent, In English poetry actual letters do
not count but syllables accented or unaccented.®)

- g;«fl/(:/;( uﬁrwé(Prosody)dzﬁmJ}/@v

http://urdu.atup.org.pk/ J?l/‘uL"/pm g}'u‘f}l:rl}ﬂ,’




http://urdu.atup.org.pk/

ISSN: 2519-6332 (Print),  ISSN: 2708-1915 (Online)

05, st = Mo Grerr uzb6s) 1obads 990

ce S O (Stress) Ut P sz $FEEIUE S FIr Atz
Accentual verse has a fixed number of stress per line

regardless of the number of syllable that are
present.(Wikipedia).
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