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Linguistic Writings of Dr. Abdul Ghaffar Shakeel:
Research and Analysis
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and Oriental Learning, University of Education, Lower Mall Campus,
Labore.
Miuhammad Usman, PhD Scholar, Dept. of Urdu, Minbhaj University,
Labore.

ABSTRACT

Aligath  Muslim University (AMU) has a key role in the
development of Urdu language and literature since its mnception.
Dr. Abdul Ghaffar Shakeel (1929-2016) was one of those
renowned linguists who performed their services at Urdu and
Linguistics Department of AMU. This paper presents his
linguistic writings with special reference to his two books on
language and linguistics named Zaban-o-Masail-e-Zaban (1974)
and  Lisani-o-Tahgeeqi  Mutalay (1975). Language, dialects,
beginning of Urdu, Daccani Urdu, linguistic 1ssues and future of
language are some of his major linguistic writing areas. Some
views related to structuralism and language derived from the
concepts of Ferdinand de Saussure (1857-1913) may also be
observed 1n his writings. Furthermore, he focused on the social
aspects of language. He also analyzed the development of
Daccant Urdu from 1375 to 1746. The language formula
comprised of Urdu and Hindt named Hindustani presented by
Gandhi was also analyzed by Mr. Shakeel. He is of the view that
the two languages are very different from each other especially
at literary level. Through this article, his language thoughts have
been analyzed on the basis of modern linguistic concepts.
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(1) In its broadest and most general sense, language may be said to be
any living being or beings whatsoever, and of communicating them
to, or receiving them from, other living beings. (2) In its specific and
usual sense, language is such expression and communication to or
from human beings by means of speech and hearing, the sounds
uttered or heard being so combined in systems evolved,
conventionalized, and recognized by common usage at any given

period in the history of the human race within a given community or
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within given communities that they are mutually intelligible to all
approximately normal members thereof. (3) In specific and derived
senses, the term may be applied to other means of expression and
communication between human beings, as by gedtures, signals,
carved or written symbols, and the like, or even to sentiments
supposed to be conveyed to or between human beings by means of

mnanimate objects.
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A dialect is a body of speech which does not contain whitin itself any

differences that are commonly perceived as such by its users.
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