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Contemporary Account of Asif-ul-Dowlah’s Hunting
Expeditions (By an English Huntsman)

By Sajid Siddigue Nizami, Asst. Prof., Institute of Urdu Langnage and
Literature, University of Punjab, Lahore.

ABSTRACT

William Blane was a hunter who came to India twice during the
1780’s. He participated in the hunting expeditions of Nawab
Vizier Asif-ul-Dowlah of Lucknow. After returning to England,
he wrote an account of his expeditions under the title of An
Account of the Hunting Excursions of Asoph ul Doulah. It was
published from London in 1788. Interestingly, contemporary
sources confirm that the famous Urdu poet Mir Taqt Mir was
also part of the hunting expedition mn which William Blane was
present. Mir also penned down two “Shikar Nama” mn the form
of Mathnavi afterwards.

This article first presents a brief introduction of Willlam
Blane, then introduces his Account and contains the translation
of above said document. A comparison of this account with
Shikar Nama of Mir Taqi Mir also has been done i the
mntroductory part of this article.

Keywords: William Blane, Asif-ul-Dowlah, Mir Taqi Mir,
Hunting’ Shikar Nama.
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1. (1) Essays on Hunting. Southampton, UK. 1781

(i) Essays on Hunting. A Spottsman of Berkshire.
Southampton, UK. 1782 (Second Edition)

2. An Account of the Hunting Excursions of Asoph ul
Doulah. London. John Stockdale. 1788

3. Cynegetica or Essays on Spotting, consisting of
Observations on Hare Hunting. London. John Stockdale.
1788
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As you may be curious to know what I dispose of myself in
the party, I shall briefly mention it. I generally have two or
three elephants of my own well caparisoned, and a double
set of tents, one of which is always sent on with the
Nabob’s, so that I am entirely independent in respect to my
equipage; and as both the Persian and Indostan languages
are familiar to me, I mix a good deal in conversation with
the Nabob and the gentlemen about him, and conform
myself as much as possible to their manners and customs;
and although I am desirous of being considered entirely on
an equal footing with the native gentlemen about the court,
yet the Vizier generally shews me particular marks of
attention, by making me ride close to himself.
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Besides this catalogue for the sport, he carries with him
every article of luxury or pleasure; even ice is transported
along with him to cool his water, and make ices, and a great
many carts are loaded with the Ganges water, which is
esteemed the best and lightest in India, for his drink. The
fruits of the season, and fresh vegetables, are sent to him
daily from his gardens to whatever distance he may go, by
laid bearers, stationed upon the road at the distance of
every ten miles, and in this manner convey whatever is sent
by them at the rate of four miles an hour, night and day.(7)
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His Highness always rises before day break, and after using
the hot bath, he eats an English breakfast of tea and toast,
which is generally over by the time the day is well broke.
He then mounts his elephant, attended by all his household

and Swary, and preceded by some musicians on horseback,
®

singing, and playing on musical instruments.
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In one of these charges, he struck obliquely upon the
elephant which the Prince rode*, and threw him on his
side, but fortunately passed on without offering farther
injury to him. The Prince, by laying hold of the Howdah,
kept himself in his seat, but the servant he had behind, and
everything he had with him on the Howdah, was thrown
off to a great distance.

*This Prince was the Shaw Zadah eldest son to the Great Mogul, who
had at this time taken refuge with the Vizier from the persecution of
)

his father’s minsters.
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When the Prince is with the Nabob upon the party, the
etiquette observed in regard to him is this: as soon as the
Nabob is mounted, he goes in front of the Prince’s tent,
and there waits till he is ready; as soon as his Royal
Highness comes out of his tent, the Vizier pays his
obeisance by making his elephant kneel down, and then
makes three Salams to him. The Prince is then mounted
upon his elephant, which is made to advance about eight to
ten paces in front of the Nabob and the rest of the party,
and in that station he marches on. When they arrive at the
new camp, the Nabob attends him to the door of his tent,
and then takes his leave; and this form he repeats regularly

twice every day.®
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I was present two years ago at the chace of a wild elephant
of prodigious size and strength. The plan first followed,
was to endeavour to take him alive by the assistance of the
tame elephants, who try to surround him, whilst he was
kept at bay by fire-works, &c. but he always got off from
them, notwithstanding the drivers upon some of the tame
elephants got to near a to throw noozes of very strong
ropes over his head, and endeavoured to detain him by
fastening them round trees, but he snapped them like
packthread, and held on his way towards the forest. The
Nabob then ordered some of the strongest and most
furious of his fighting elephants to be brought up to him.
As soon as one of them came near him, he turned and
charged him with dreadful fury; so much so, that in the
struggle with one of them, he broke one of his tusks by the
middle, and the broken piece (which was upwards of two
inches in diameter, of solid ivory) flew up in the air several
yards above their heads. Having repelled the attacks of the
fighting elephants, he pursued his way with a slow and
sullen pace towards his cover. The Nabob then seeing no
possibility of taking him alive, gave orders for killing him.
An 1ncessant fire from match-locks was immediately
commenced upon him from all quarters, but with little
effect, for he twice turned round and charged the party. In
one of these charges, he struck obliquely upon the elephant
which the Prince rode, and threw him on his side, but
fortunately passed on without offering farther injury to
him. The Prince, by laying hold of the Howdah, kept
himself in his seat, but the servant he had behind, and
everything he had with him on the Howdah, was thrown
off to a great distance.

At last our grisly enemy was overpowered by the
number of bullets showered upon him from all sides, and
he fell dead, after having received, as was computed,
upwards of one thousand balls in his body; he had carried
us a chace of eight or ten miles after him, and afforded us
sport from morning till twelve o’ clock.®?
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