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Linguistinc Reduction in the context of Arabic and
English languages
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ABSTRACT

This research paper investigates the phenomenon of linguistic
reduction in Urdu, Arabic, and English, with a focus on its
increasing usage in informal communication. Languages evolve
naturally to facilitate ecfficient and meaningful interaction,
particularly in contexts where complex, formal, or traditional
lexical structures may slow down comprehension. Reduction —
referred to as Reduction in English, Tahfiz in Arabic, and Takhfif
i Urdu — serves as a mechanism for simplifying phonetic,
morphological, syntactic, and semantic structures without losing
meaning. The study examines classical and contemporary
theories of linguistics, historical texts, and literary examples to
demonstrate how reduction contributes to fluency, clarity, and
expressiveness. Comparative analysis shows that, despite
structural and cultural differences, Urdu, Arabic, and English
share similar tendencies toward linguistic economy, social
adaptation, and communicative efficiency. Reduction is thus not
merely a phonological or grammatical phenomenon but a
reflection of societal norms, cognitive processes, and cultural
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practices. It enhances natural speech patterns, supports literary
and poetic expression, and ensures languages remain dynamic,
functional, and responstive to the communicative needs of their
users.

Keywords: Linguistic Reduction, Takhfif, Tahfiz, Phonetic
Simplification, ~ Morpho-Syntactic  FEconomy,  Informal
Communication, Language Evolution, Comparative Linguistics,
Utrdu, Arabic, English, Sociolinguistics, Literary Expression
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Language, unlike speaking, is something that we can
studyseparately. Although dead languages are no longer
spoken, we can easily assimilate their linguistic organisms.
We can dispense with the other elements of speech; indeed,
the science of language is possible only if the other
elements are excluded.?
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Linguistics may be defined as the scientific study of
language. This definition is hardly sufficient to give the
reader any positive indication of the fundamental principles
of the subject. It may be made a little more revealing by
drawing in greater detail the implications contained in the
qualification ‘scientific’. For the moment, it will be enough
to say that by the scientific study of language is meant its
investigation by means of controlled and empirically
verifiable observations and with reference to some general
theory of language—structure.(z)
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Any process in which a segment or a sequence of segments
is, in some sense, ‘weakened’. The term is applied, for
example, to the centralization or loss of unstressed vowels
(as in collect and medicine), to the lenition or loss of
consonants (as in the lenition of [p|] to [v] in the
development of Latin RIPA ‘riverbank’ to French rive) and
to the simplification of a consonant cluster by the loss of a
consonant (as in the loss of /6/ from clothes and of /k/
from knife. Some phonologists extend the term to
instances of neutralization in favour of the ‘weaker’
member of a contrast. Adj. reduced /rl'dju:st/.(s)

A term is used in the phonological classification of vowel
sounds, referring to a vowel which can be analysed as a
centralized vartant of a vowel in a related form. For
example, the pronunciation of /e/ reduces to /o/ when
unstressed; the stressed vowels in telegraph show reduction
in the related word telegraphy /'teligra:f/, /to'legrafi/ ©
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. ASAP: As Soon As Possible
. LoL: Laugh out Loud

. OMG: Oh my God

.ILY: I Love You

. BRB: Be Right Back
. TTYL: Talk To You Later
. XOXO: Kiss and Hugs (for love, appreciation or friendly vibes)
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Reduction Full Form Reduction Full Form
gonna going to wanna want to
gotta got to lemme let me
gimme give me kinda kind of
Izzy Is he Ishi Is She
Willy Will he OUTTA Out of
S’go Let’s go Em Them
s B A e P
Reduction Full Form
Why July Why did you lie
Jev Did you have
Agarago I have got to go
Ammadowit I am going to do it
Juredee Are you ready
Lucket chu Look at you
YEVER Have you ever
ToRJoo To wards you
JEET Did you eat
Alaskar [ will ask her
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