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Linguistic, Semantic and Stylistic analysis of Urdu
Synonyms

By Wasiullah Khokbar, Independence Researcher, Alamgir Road,
Kamonkay, Dist. Gujranwala.

ABSTRACT

This paper not only analyses the types of synonyms in
Utdu, their semantic diversity, and breadth of meaning, but
also focuses on their linguistic structure and cultural
significance. Urdu, which has deep connections with the
influences of Persian, Arabic, and Turkish, is rich in
vocabulary and synonyms that encompass the beauty and
multifaceted aspects of its meanings and concepts. A
semantic analysis of classical and contemporary texts, along
with an examination of synonym dictionaries in Urdu,
sheds light on how the use of synonyms in Urdu expresses
semantic context, impression, and cultural heritage within a
sentence, and how it contributes to making the language

multidimensional.

Keywords: Urdu linguistics, Urdu synonyms, synonymy,
synonymous words, Utrdu lexicography, thesaurus, lexical

meaning, linguistic diversity, semantic difference, semantics.
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2. "Different phonological words that have the same or very similar meanings." (John 1. Saeed,
Semantics, New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2023), p. 109, Fifth Edition
3. "Synonymy holds between lexical items whose senses are identical in respect of central semantic
traits, but differ, if at all, only in respect of minor or peripheral traits." (D. A. Cruse, [ex/ical Semantics,

(Cambridge: CambridgeUniversity Press, 1986), p 267
4. "Synonymy is a semantic relation between two phonologically distinct words with very similar
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meaning." (Henriksson et al. Synonym extraction and abbreviation expansion with ensembles of
semantic spaces." In Journal ofBiomedical Semantics, Issue: 05 February 2014

WG S P g f ol o) Jr L $og UAE Gl LU s Bl o 23T 20
Abibliography of dictionaries and »») Oriental Dictionaries: A selected hibliography - +196 « =5 (1 2 § 11 (L
- Jn étﬁuﬁ #1979, O L encyclopeadias in Indian languages

(s199r :ug]d}’uﬁ :)L;TFU/’)‘U—UL.“?@SJAJ\‘JJGJ:’.J -1
7. Raverty, Captian H G, Thesaurus of Frglish and Hindusiani Jerms, London, Stephen Austin, Oriental Printers
and Publisher. MDCCCLIX (1859).

R UL PPN gy ) R EN [ER PP P B SNITTFoT-
9. Strictly, a word having the same sense as another (in the same language);, but more usu., either of
any two or more words (in the same language) having the same general sense, but possessing each
of them meanings which are not shared by the other or others, or having different shades of meaning
appropriate to different contexts, e.g. glad, happy; to kill, slay, slaughter. The equivalent of a word
in another language. (Lesley Brown, 7he New Oxford Shorfer English Dictionary, Volume 2, 3190, (Oxford:
CLARENDON PRESS, 1991), p. 3190
10. Equivalent in meaning expressing or implying the same idea... (Webster's Encyclopedic
Unabridged Dictionary of Language, (New York: Random House, 1970), p. 1009, Deluxe Edition
11. A synonym is a word or expression which means the same as another word or expression. (Collins
LOBUILD Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary, (Glasgow: Harper Collins, 2006), 1470

IO P oo Aol Tt eI E FnsdE e i s s 5 S0 el S5 -
FrNe(ore N/./):(j:i/(o"/),’ Sy )(boﬁfz,d?:/’ J:‘iu.;"/t‘cﬂwf:lj/‘.@ f..} _I¥
synonymy < Ox/ard English Urd Dictionaryss.) e § & Fots L g UZ S Wi, Az i
ol Bt 2 TS e L LS e g LK
et L
15. ..4. The quality or fact of being synonymous; identity of meaning or application. (Lesley Brown,
The New Oxford Shorfer English Dictionary, Volume 2, p. 3190

16. The quality or fact of being synonymous, equivalent in meaning... (Webster's Encyclopedic Unabridged
Dictionary oflanguage), p. 1929, Deluxe Edition
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21. "natural languages abhor absolute synonyms." (D. A. Cruse, /exical semantics, p. 270
22. (1) (1) all their meanings are identical, (ii) they are synonymous in all contexts; (iil) they are
semantically equivalent (i.e., their meaning or meanings are identical) on all dimensions of

meaning, descriptive and non-descriptive. (John Lyons, /inguistic Semantics, (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1995), p. 61
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